Here is a brief overview of  Graeme McCreath’s book :

The ultimate slogan of the book comes through in its full title on the cover

:                    “The Politics Of Blindness : From Charity To Parity “

Backed by a considerable body of incontrovertible  fact and figure, the book

is a scathing indictment, equally of the Canadian Government and the CNIB. It

presents their failure to  fulfil their policy / administrative obligations

and service responsibilities  respectively. There failures  have resulted in

denial to a majority of the blind of Canada, the means to become independent

and self-supporting, and be able to lead lives of dignity,  free from the

discrimination and  denial of even their fundamental citizen rights,  that

they have to contend with in their daily lives.

The failure of the Government arises from their shifting their own  policy

and administrative responsibilities for welfare of the blind,  almost

entirely to CNIB  and providing massive public funding support to CNIB for

administering the same.

The failure of CNIB is the use of these massive  public funds and also the

massive public donations accruing to them by virtue of their status as a

registered Charity :

(a) to model  themselves as a  commercial profit-driven corporate, rather

than as a welfare-driven service organization, and to concentrate the funds

they receive on such services as can be designed to generate  profit revenue,

rather than on  meaningful services for the blind for which those funds are

intended; all this  without any accountability to anyone but themselves;

(b)   to establish  a  virtually monopolistic control over services to the

blind of the country and therefore, over their lives, reducing them  to

unconscionable dependence on CNIB’s  charity, a far cry from independence

with dignity; and

(c)    effectively blocking all avenues for reasonable redress or reform of

the inequities and injustices heaped upon the blind by CNIB’s practices.

The most significant result of this Government-CNIB partnership is the

continued existence of  the vast majority of Canada’a blind, without

employment and without access to braille oriented education, training or

equipment critical to their development and full  participation with dignity

as equal members of the socio-economic mainstream.

McCreath highlights in comparison, the  more constructive tradition and role

of UK’s RNIB, though there are now indicators of their being drawn into the

profit-making mode in the provision of some of their services.

The book will shock any reasonable reader out of his skin, much as it did to

David Pankhurst. Who knows, with CNIB’s mindset, organization  and method

shared by governmental and non-governmental bureucracies across the world,

Affordable Braille could become the subject of  the next  similar story. In

fact the story already exists untold, and  is just waiting  to be told.
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